
MoDE Foundation Grant Policy 
 
The Missouri Disability Empowerment Foundation's (MoDE Foundation) grantmaking policies cover a 
range of issues that may arise when proposing and managing a Foundation grant.   
 
Foundation's Grantmaking 
The MoDE Foundation makes grants to service providers in Missouri which empower people with 
disabilities.  
 
Types of Grants 
The MoDE Foundation makes spendable grants.  These grants must be used in accordance with the 
grant proposal and conditions outlined in the award letter. 
 
Fiduciary Duties 
All grant funds should be managed prudently and should be used for the purposes set forth in the 
award letter and approved proposal.   
 
Use of Grant Funds 
Grant funds must only be used during the time frame and for the purposes set forth in the award letter 
and approved proposal. 
 
The grant funds awarded may not be used on costs incurred prior to the grant start date or after the 
grant end date, unless prior written approval is received from MoDE Foundation.  Grants may not be 
used as collateral, to offset other financial obligations, to meet cash flow or general operating 
expenses that are unrelated to the purpose of the grant as defined in the award letter and approved 
proposal. 
 
Collaborative Grants 
Foundation grants may involve work by collaborating providers.  In such cases, the Foundation 
typically awards grant funds to a single grantee, who is responsible under the terms of the award for 
reporting on the activities and expenditures of the collaborating providers. 
 
Reporting and Recordkeeping 
MoDE Foundation requires grant reporting as per due dates outlined in the award letter.  
 
Refer to the Grant Reporting Guidelines section for information about preparing reports. Delinquent or 
unsatisfactory reporting may result in suspension of grant activities, and/or requirement to return 
funds to MoDE Foundation.  The history of reporting will be considered in awarding future grants. 
 
Narrative and Financial Reporting 
Narrative reports should describe the activities undertaken and the use of grant funds, and evaluate 
the progress made toward achieving the purposes of the grant during the reporting period. 
 
Financial reports should be specific to the grant and include interest earned.  If an organization has 
multiple grants from MoDE Foundation, each grant must be separately reported.  Grantees are 
required to use the same budget categories used in the grant proposal, making it possible for line-by-
line comparison of the approved budget and actual expenditures. 
 
Reporting on Interest and Income 
An explanation of the allocation of any investment income or interest shall be reported to MoDE 
Foundation, if applicable. 
 



Recordkeeping 
MoDE Foundation requires grantees to retain accounting records for a minimum of three years after 
submitting the final grant report.  MoDE Foundation reserves the right to conduct audits related to the 
use of grant funds.  If it is found that the spending is not consistent with the grant terms, then MoDE 
foundation reserves the right to request the return of grant funds, disallowed expenditures or take 
other remedial actions. 
 
Reporting Guidelines 
Narrative and financial reports must be submitted together as per the timeline outlined in the award 
letter.  In the event that one organization has more than one MoDE Foundation grant, each grant 
must be reported separately. 
 
If any unusual circumstances arise which will result in a delay in submitting reports, MoDE 
Foundation must be immediately notified.  MoDE Foundation reserves the right to suspend the grant 
and require the return of funds for delinquent or unsatisfactory reporting.   
 
Narrative Report 
The narrative report should include the following information: 

a. Significant accomplishments and progress made toward the expected outcomes; 
b. Challenges to the progress of the grant activity; 
c. Significant changes to the organization, leadership, or grant management staff since the 

last report; 
d. Goals for the upcoming reporting period; 
e. List of any publications, news articles or other material related to the grant; 
f. Explanation of any significant variation in proposed versus actual spending; 
g. Data collected that shows the impact of the grant on the disability community (final report 

only); and 
h. Other information the grantee believes in significant. 

 
Financial Report 
The financial report should include the following: 

a. Original grant amount; 
b. Interest Income earned; 
c. Current remaining balance; 
d. Full project budget as originally proposed; 
e. Expenditures for the reporting period using the same expense categories as per the 

proposed budget; and  
f. Confirmation of review by a third party 

 
Contact the Grant Chair for any questions regarding the reporting guidelines or grant policies. 
 
Changes in Grant Terms 
MoDE Foundation will consider grant modification requests for the following: 

a. Extension of the grant period; 
b. Changes to the spending allocation from the original budget; 
c. Rollover of remaining grant funds into a new grant for the same purpose; or 
d. Transfer of funds from original grantee to another organization for the same purpose. 

 
All changes to grant terms must be approved in writing from MoDE Foundation prior to the changes 
occurring.  Any request to repurpose a grant is not considered routine, and may require submission 
as a new grant per the discretion of MoDE Foundation. 
 



Any significant changes in project staffing or organization leadership occurring during the grant period 
must be promptly reported to MoDE Foundation.  If the change is considered material to the success 
of the grant, MoDE Foundation reserves the right to suspend use of the grant funds. 
 
Expenditure Responsibility 
MoDE Foundation requires that grant funds be spent solely for the purposes for which the grant is 
made.  Reports on how the funds are spent will be provided to MoDE Foundation as outlined in the 
award letter.   
 
Conditional Award Payment 
A grant may be awarded on the condition that specific requirements are met.  When conditions are 
put in place, MoDE Foundation will not make payment until all conditions have been met.  MoDE 
Foundation reserves the right to rescind a conditional grant award if conditions have not been met in 
a timely manner as outlined in the award letter. 
 
Selection Process 
All proposals are reviewed by the MoDE Foundation Grant Chair.  An applicant may be contacted 
with questions or to request additional information before presenting the application to the Executive 
Board.  Grant proposals are assessed based on: 

a. Their alignment with MoDE Foundation funding priorities; 
b. Their ability to address a need or empower the disability community; 
c. The applicant’s ability to do the proposed activity; 
d. The ability to achieve a measurable, positive impact; or 
e. Other criteria deemed appropriate by MoDE Foundation. 

 
The final grantmaking decision is at the sole discretion of MoDE Foundation executive board.  Once a 
decision has been made, the applicant will be notified in writing. 
 
 


